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extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In 1989, the Department of the Inte-
rior deeded a small parcel of land to
Rockingham County, Virginia, for pub-
lic purpose. This land includes a garage
that had previously been used by the
National Park Service.

The County determined a nonprofit
childcare center in Broadway, Virginia,
would benefit from the use of the ga-
rage, and Public Law 101-479 allowed
the deed to be changed for the par-
ticular use of the childcare center.
However, under the terms and restric-
tions of the transfer, the nonprofit is
unable to obtain financing to make im-
provements and renovations to the
property. H.R. 5162 would remove the
restrictions on the land so the nec-
essary upgrades may be made to the
childcare center.

Congressman GOODLATTE has offered
a commonsense bill that will assist the
constituents and the community. I
urge support for the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 5162 removes the use restriction
on a 3-acre parcel of Federal land
granted in 1990 to Rockingham County,
Virginia. The county no longer needs
the parcel for child care and seeks to
develop it for other purposes.

The 3-acre parcel was given to Rock-
ingham County through the National
Park Service’s Federal Lands to Parks
Program. The Federal Lands to Parks
Program provides Federal land to
counties and to other State and local
entities to develop community parks
and public spaces. If land granted
through this program is no longer
needed for its original purpose, the Na-
tional Park Service has the adminis-
trative authority to sell the land at
fair market value.

This involves what could be a very
lengthy valuation process, but it is im-
portant to remember that these assets
are owned by the American taxpayers,
held in trust by the Federal Govern-
ment, and they deserve a fair return. In
this case, to the best of my knowledge,
Rockingham County did not approach
the National Park Service to discuss
purchasing the land at fair market
value. Instead, the county went
straight to Congress for this legislative
fix.

Revisionary clauses and land use re-
strictions exist to ensure the fair use of
Federal land and a fair return to the
American taxpayer. Of course, it is im-
portant to look at these on a case-by-
case basis, recognizing when Congress
should chime in and when it is more
appropriate for administrative action.
Congress should only get involved
when all other options are exhausted.
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While there may have been an alter-
native method to achieving the objec-
tive of this legislation, we support the
adoption of H.R. 5162.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. GOODLATTE).

(Mr. GOODLATTE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GOODLATTE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Louisiana for yielding the
time and the chairman of the Natural
Resources Committee, Mr. HASTINGS,
for moving this legislation forward. I
want to thank the gentleman from Ari-
zona as well for his support and indi-
cate to him that the intention is to
continue to use this land for a child
care center, but in order to improve
the child care center, they need to be
able to get financing that is not avail-
able with the encumbrance that exists
right now.

Mr. Speaker, for over 25 years, a lit-
tle over 3 acres of land and its associ-
ated buildings, previously wholly held
by the Federal Government, have been
maintained by Rockingham County
and the Plains Area Daycare Center in
my congressional district.

In 1989, the Federal Government
deeded these 3 acres of land to Rock-
ingham County, but prior to this offi-
cial declaration, Rockingham County
had already been maintaining the lands
around the facility. The land and build-
ing had been used as a garage and
maintenance facility for the National
Forest Service. However, it was no
longer being utilized, and the county
was doing upkeep on the land.

The land transfer in 1989 allowed this
land to be used for public purposes. The
county decided that the nonprofit
Plains Area Daycare Center in Broad-
way, Virginia, which provides child
care on a sliding scale and helps many
families who otherwise could not afford
child care, would benefit from the use
of the old garage. Public Law 101-479
allowed the deed to be changed from
public use for the particular use of the
child care center.

Donations by the community, total-
ing $75,000, turned the garage building
into a nursery, daycare, and after-
school care facility. Additionally, the
creation of the daycare center provided
for the creation of a playground that
the center supports and is open for pub-
lic use. To be clear, the center and the
playground are the sole reason that
this previously abandoned government
land is being used by the community.

Unfortunately, because of the narrow
way Public Law 101-479 was drafted,
any extension or maintenance of the
physical structures has required ap-
proval by the Department of the Inte-
rior. In 1998, the county had to obtain
permission from the Department to add
an addition that was funded through
pledges and a county loan, resulting in
another $125,000 worth of improvements
by the community.
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The building is, once again, in need
of repairs, forcing the county to seek
approval from the Department of the
Interior for repairs. Further, because of
the terms of the deed, the daycare cen-
ter has been unable to get a loan to
complete the needed renovations.

I have been pleased to visit the
Plains Area Daycare Center on many
occasions. The center is committed to
providing high-quality child care on a
sliding scale. The center is also com-
mitted to making sure children have
the skills necessary to enter and thrive
in school through early childhood edu-
cation programs. The investments this
center is making in the community are
immeasurable. Since opening in 1991,
the center has always been at capacity,
and it is the only facility of its kind in
the community. By passing this legis-
lation and allowing Rockingham Coun-
ty and, in return, the Plains Area
Daycare Center more authority over
the land, it will ensure that more chil-
dren and more of the community will
be served by this land.

Mr. Speaker, my legislation today is
a simple formality. For 25 years, the
land has been deeded to Rockingham
County but with restriction. It is clear
the Federal Government no longer has
a vested interest in the land. This prop-
erty is being used by the county and
the community to help those in need.
My legislation removes the restrictions
on the land to ensure this community
investment can continue to thrive.

I urge my colleagues to pass H.R. 5162
so that the necessary upgrades may be
made to the child care center and so
that the community can be better
served.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, if I
may inquire of the gentleman from
Louisiana if he has any more speakers.

Mr. FLEMING. We have no further
speakers.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
FLEMING) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5162.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

CAMP PENDLETON MEDAL OF
HONOR POST OFFICE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5468) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1103 USPS Building 1103 in
Camp Pendleton, California, as the
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“Camp Pendleton Medal of Honor Post
Office”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5468

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CAMP PENDLETON MEDAL OF HONOR
POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1103
USPS Building 1103 in Camp Pendleton, Cali-
fornia, shall be known and designated as the
“Camp Pendleton Medal of Honor Post Of-
fice”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Camp Pendleton
Medal of Honor Post Office’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ISsA) and the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, of the several
postal namings that we are voting on
today, almost all of them are honoring
members of the military and, dis-
proportionately, members who have
given their lives in service to their
country, and it is fitting that we
should do that. However, H.R. 5468
seeks something very different.

Currently called the ‘“Mainside’ Ma-
rine Corps Base Camp Pendleton Post
Office, it is not named for anyone.
Camp Pendleton has produced more
Medal of Honor recipients—most of
them posthumously—through World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the var-
ious gulf wars. Even as we speak today,
marines are engaged now in Iraq again,
having completed their missions in Af-
ghanistan, and, undoubtedly, the valor
they show will someday result in addi-
tional Medal of Honor recipients.

It is impossible to name the post of-
fice at Camp Pendleton after one ma-
rine, no matter how great, or after a
few marines, even if they died together
in battle—therefore, the unusual nam-
ing here at Camp Pendleton, a base
that opened in 1942 and that, today, is
the largest base of marines anywhere
in the world. Over 42,000 marines and
corpsmen call Camp Pendleton their
home when they are not away from
home.

I am humbled and honored to be able
to represent Camp Pendleton for my
entire nearly 14 years of service in the
Congress. As a former Army officer, I
have learned a great deal about ma-
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rines. I have learned even more about
their valor. Only in a place like Camp
Pendleton would you find that the base
band is named after a band leader who
earned a Medal of Honor during the Ko-
rean conflict as he, in fact, laid cov-
ering fire for his fellow marines from a
burning tank.

Therefore, today, we are consid-
ering—and I am confident we will
name—this post office after all of those
who earned America’s highest honor. I
envision that the post office will bear
the names and, in a book, the recita-
tion of how they each earned America’s
highest honor. It has been inspiring to
represent them. Those Medal of Honor
recipients, I must mention, will in-
clude Navy corpsmen, and they will in-
clude officers and enlisted men. They
will include all of those battles from
World War II to tomorrow and the days
beyond.

As I ask for this post office to be
named, one that I have had the honor
of authoring, I might note, for all of
those who wonder why we name post
offices, I believe, if they come to Camp
Pendleton, they will find out why this
post office bears the name of a medal
and not any one soldier, sailor, marine,
or airman.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

First of all, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from California. There is noth-
ing I can add, really, to the eloquence
of his remarks, and it is fitting that he
made them as the person in this body
who 1is representing the men and
women of Camp Pendleton.

I have been there, but I don’t serve
it. My brother served in the Navy, and
I visited him many years ago when he
was at Camp Pendleton, and I remem-
ber then, as a very young person, being
awed by just the incredible display of
patriotism that was embodied in that.

The other thing, as I listened to you,
Mr. Chairman, what I thought was so
good about this is that the whole ethic
of the military is that you are in it for
everybody else. As for the story about
the Medal of Honor winner who was in
the band but, before he was in the
band, was on a burning tank and pro-
vided covering fire at great peril to
himself, that is the ethic of the mili-
tary that, I think, all of us here so ad-
mire.

So having a postal naming which
doesn’t specifically identify one person
but identifies all of the recipients at
the highest award that we can give to
a military leader is a tremendous idea.
In fact, I look forward to my next visit
to Camp Pendleton, where, I think,
like many Americans who will go visit,
I will read this roster and will just
stand in awe of the bravery that has
been demonstrated by these people
throughout our history.

0 1430

So I really am glad that our remarks
are recorded because this statement
that the chairman gave, I think, is
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going to be very good reading for all of
us. I do join, of course, in supporting
this naming. I think it is particularly
suitable.

Mr. Speaker, 230 years of Camp Pen-
dleton’s existence, think about it. It is
just an amazing facility, but more im-
portantly, it has had hundreds of thou-
sands of wonderful Americans who
have learned about how to be a patriot,
who have gone from there to face very
difficult challenges when we needed
their bravery to defend our country.

So I join the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. IssA) in urging our col-
leagues to support this naming—it is
an especially glorious one—honoring
all men and women of the military.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I
have but two things to say. First of all,
I want to thank the California delega-
tion for their unique, bipartisan, unan-
imous support for this bill.

Lastly, whether it is that bandleader
who was a bandleader first, but would
have said, “I am an infantryman first,”
who served in World War II and died
there in Korea, or it is the marines and
corpsmen who have given their lives,
their blood, their tears, their sweat,
whether they were awarded the Medal
of Honor, lesser medals, or were not
fully recognized for their dedication,
all of them, I now know, will have their
daily activities, passing the post office
or dropping a letter, they will have an
opportunity to in fact realize that Con-
gress is grateful for their contributions
with the naming of this post office.

I urge support for the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5468.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COLONEL M.J. “MAC” DUBE, USMC
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5331) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 73839 Gorgonio Drive in
Twentynine Palms, California, as the
“Colonel M.J. ‘Mac’ Dube, USMC Post
Office Building’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5331

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. COLONEL M.J. “MAC” DUBE, USMC
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 73839
Gorgonio Drive in Twentynine Palms, Cali-
fornia, shall be known and designated as the
““Colonel M.J. ‘Mac’ Dube, USMC Post Office
Building”’.
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